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 @sinintgston.

EDWARD VH, by tho Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King,
Defender of the Taith, atid so forth,—
To Our Trusty and Well-beloved—
Duxcax Crark McLacunaw, Esquire, J.P., Under Secretary for Mines and Agriculture, President;

Eowarp Trsuer Prrrmax, Esquire, AR.S.M., Government Geolagist ; and
Jouw Warrzr Frercuer, Esquite, MoA;, J.P., & Warden of the Albert Mining Distriet -

Gieeting :— 7 -
Kxow ye, That Weo, repoding great trust and confidencs in your ability; zeal; ihdusiry,

- disétetion; and inteprity, do, by thess presetits; aiithorise and appoitit youy of - dHy two of you, s

hereinafter mentioned, to make a diligent and full inquirj—-(1) Tnto the existing condition of matiers in
connection with the inimiig and the sale of opal on the Whits Cliffs Opal-fields; and to repoft as 1o
thd best method of regiilating the industry. {2) As to whethet the provisions of the Minitig Bill, 1500,
relating to the mining and sale of opal are suitabls to the condition of the siid Opnl-flelds 3 dnd; if
necessdty; to suggest in what respect they should be #nieiided or added io: (3) Asd to the. advisableness
of inserting special provisions in the Mining Bill, 1900, o reghlats the making and thé terms of tribdte
contrdcts in connection with mineral leases  of opal coutitry; and to make iny recottiribndftion in the
Premises that may be deeined advisable: And We do, by thése presents; grant to you, or any two of you, at
any feeting or meetings to which all of you shall hivé besn duly summoned, fili poweir aid atithority
to call before you all such persons as you may judge necéssiry, by whom you inay be the better
informed of the truth in the premises; and to require the produictios of a1l such boaks, papers; writings,
#nd all ophér dociments s you may desin expedient; and to.visit and irispect the same dt the offices or
places where the same or any of them inay be deposited; anid to ingiire of the premised by all lawful
ways ad medns: And Out furthef will and pleasure is thet you 85, withit T motiths after the date of
this Our Comhission, ceftify to Us; iA thie pifice 6f Our, Colosijal Sectetary; uiider yout 6¥ sfiy two of your
hands and seals, what you shall find totiching the préinises: And Wo héteby commitid all Govesihiett
Officers and other persons whomsoever within Our Stats of New Spitth Wiles, that they be assistant
to yoii ind &ich: of you in the exécution of these presciits i  And We sppdint you; thé said Dusdaw
Crank Moliaourax; to bo Président of this Our Comiiféion, which safd Gommission We detlats to b6
4 Commissioh for all purposes of the Act 44 Victoria No: 1, intituled * An Acf f6 regilite the 1aling of
Tiidefice by Comimissioners under the Great Seal’ : T

Th testifotiy whereof, W hiave catised bhise Ouf Letters to be made Patesit; diid the Publie Jeal

of Qur State of New South Wales to be hidtbiints afixed.

Witness Our Trusty and Well-beloved Ths Honorable St Frivsricr M arny pw
Darie¥, Knight Commandér of Ot Most Distinguished Ovdér of Sainit Michuel
and Saint George; Our Lisutenant-Goovernior of Qur waid State of New South
Wales and its Dependencies, iri the Commonswealth of Australia, at Sydney, in

New South Walés afoteiiitid, this thivteenth day of May, in the first year of Our
Reign, a1id i1 the year of Our Ligtd ohe thoushtia ning himidred afd vis:

(.5 L | FREDK. 3, DARLEY,
' : Li_éiitéh/ani:- *Foverheh:

Hy His Hxedllency's Command; .
‘ _ JOHN SEE.

Entered on Record by fhe, in Recistrn or Phrzsns, N 98, page 909; this thirteenth d8¥ of May,
one thousand nine hundred and one. _ . - K ‘

For the Colonial Sécretaty ahd Regmtmi' of l_ié’ét_:sif&é,-” N

CRITCHETY WALKER

Principal Undér Secretary.
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ROYAL COMMISSION TO INQUIRE INTO THE OPAL MINING INDUSTRY AT
WHITE CLIFFS.

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS.

MONDAT, 20 MAT, 1901

Tne Commission sat at 10 a.m. in the Mechanies’ Institute at White Cliffs. The proceedings were open
o the public. '

]}Jré.mnt :—D. C. McLachlan, Esq., J.P.,, Under Secretary for Mines and Agrienltuve, Presid_et}t ;
E, F. Pitbman, Esq., A R.S.M., Government Geologist; J. W. Fletcher, Esq., M.A., J.P., Mining
Warden.

The FPreeident explained the scope and objects of the Commission, stating that representatives of
any distinet hody or class of persens concerned would be permitted to appear to watch their interests.
The Secretavy (Mr. Arthur Fry) read the Commission,

Mr. F. B. Kingdon said.he represented the Progress Committee, Mr. W. J. Moare represented
those persons who were in favour:-of resumption er.repurchase of the leases, and registration of buyers.
These gentlemen were accommodated with seats af the table. .

The President stated that the guestion as to whether any persons intending to give evidence should
remain in the room had been considered, and the Commission decided that witnesses might be present.

Mr, Frank Hactley was sworn and examined.

Mr, 1%, E. Kingdon rend a short - history of the opdl industry ab White Cliffs, and also & statement
containing suggestions for the improvement of the field, both of whick documents he handed in.  (Vide
Appendices B and C.) Mr. Kingdon was then sworn and examined. :

Mr, B, F. Murphy was sworn and examined. Mr. Murphy handed in a memorandum and
suggestions for the remedying of. existing evils on the Field signed by the Committee of the Progress
Association, (Fide Minutes of Evidencs, page 11.}

Mr. I, & James wag sworn and examined. :

Mr.J. W. Morriss was sworn and examined. In the course of Mr. Morriss’s examination, reference
was made to certain circumstances in which Mr, Mead was concerned, and the evidence of Mr. Mead was
therefore interpolated, .

Mr. G. F. Mead was sworn and esamined.” ¥r. Marphy's actions heing referred to by. the
witnesses, Morriss and Mead, Mr. Murphy returned to the witnesses' stand, and furnished an explanation
in rebuttal. Mr, Morriss’s evidence was then resamed. o ' :

Mr, A, W. Neilsson wag sworn and examined.

Mr. R, A, Martin was sworn and oxamined.

At 480 p.m., the Commiseion adjourned till 10 a.m. next day, Tuesday.

TUESDAY, 21 HMAY, 1901.

Tur Commission sat at 10 a.m. in the Mechanics’ Tnstitute at White Cliffs,

Present :—D. C. McLachlan, Esq., J.P.,, Under Secretary for Mines and Agriculture, President;
%}_ 1"(i Pittman, Beq, A.R.8M., Government Geologist; F. W. Fletcher, Bsq, M.A., J.P, Mining

arden. :

Mr. G. A. Kennedy was called, but did not appear.

Mr. Rebert Crofts was sworn and examined.

Mr, Ludwig Klein was sworn and examined.

Mr. J. J, Fogarty was sworn and examined,

Mr. Alired Richardson was called, but did not dppear.

Mr. J. Hoare was sworn and examined.

Mr. C, D. MeGlinchey was sworn and examined,

Mr, Frank Richardson was sworn and exzamined.

Mr. R. Ronald was aworn and examined;

Mr. A. Mylehreest was sworn and examined,

Mr. Alfred Richardson was sworn and examined. During the witness's evidence, certain qrestions
put by Mr. Kingdon, and replies thereto, in regard to conversations about My, F. Iartley’s transactions,
were disallowed, as not being in the nature of evidence. ‘

Mr. Goonrey was ealled, but did not appear,

Mr. F. Deoring was sworn and examined. It being stated that Mr, Hartley had discharged men
from his block when working on tribute, at less than seven days' notice, Mr. Moore nsked that Mr.
Hartley be allowed to rebut this statement. 'The President allowed Mr, Hartley to make s personal
explanation, buj the matter wes not taken in the nature of evidence.

Dr. W. H. Gaze was sworn and examined,

Mr. Thomas Brady was sworn and examined, .

At 55 pam,, the Commigsion adjourned #1l 10 a.m. next day, Wednesday.

WEDNESDAY




LIST OF WITNESSES WKAMINED.

»

Trank Hartley, miner

Fruiik fillis Kingdon; storckeeper
Bdwund Franeis Muzphy, opsl buyer
Henry Gurdoer James, guctionesr, &e.
Jumes Willinm Morriss, tributer

...................

Grosvenor Frederick Mead, miner and buyer...

Adolphe Wilhelu: Neilsson, opal cubber .

Robert Augustus Martin, manager of len,se ......

TRobert Crofts, late general manager, White Cliffs
.Opal Mines, Timiled. .

- Ludwig Klein, ol BUYOT rovunrvisessanssimnnians

James Joseph Fogarty, opal buyer o

Joseph Tonre, MIDET cvvvy i iamrvissrss i

Charles Doureey McGlinchey, trihul.er

TFrank Richerdson, opal Bugsk i

TRowand Ronald, lenseholder....... vareeine

Alfred Mylchreess, outside maneger, W]nto C]iffa
Opal Mines, Limited.

Alfred Richardson, hotelkeepei' e

I'runk Deermg, tnbuter e

- DE: Williad chry Gize, physu,lu.n
Thomas Brady, leaseholder ...i.veeiinr
Francis Bourke, miner (Iate OTETEOOL) vy v

Duvid James Byers, starekeeper
Angus Robert Foulds, tributer ......
Edward Dickens, APIDTECT ursveieesss
Robert A, Martin {recalled)..vein
‘William John Bignell, fminer ...,

Ppdbenres cunenreee

T ISR R LIRET)

TAGE.

14
17
18
19

84
85
- 36
38
40
43
43
.44
45
45

‘IIenry Ward, Hiner ...

. Augnst Jehn Haacl, olu,mlholder

Robert Juckson EREDRERE veiiraererent
Jawses Dromgools, ledschblder voeanise
Michnel Koough, iributér .. o

Henry Kemp, p'oapector
V‘hllmm Dtrkena, miiner and laboumr reathyvre e
Robert Henry Adsins; tributer.. v e
Wlllm.m Sheele, MINET 1rrvasi-isionasis srins

.Toseph Edward Bell, tribiiter v aiiviiiaiione
]!uartm Shea. Luwlor, EFADULEE wivereivrensiunaonionine

TR

Tames Moom‘y, HIREF L ovvreiive

PR e R LIRS

TN LLEREE LRI R A

AFillinm David Tupml paundkcepar firidl zbuter
Terineth George Barron, prospectdr .
Ohsrleq MoKy BT ivierheieds
Hugo Vések; opiil Buyer ...

Charles Nolfm sergeant of police... e rane
Thc)rn Bar cluy,storekeepar (ex Wurdan 8 Bmhff)
Tol Duzacott, EPiBREER. (b it e var diabianiarnains
Tohn Kevin ]V"urphy, BT Leivivanes iivana
Tohn Hart, Eribitber oo =
Joveph Chumeney Ai,kmson, tubutcr carivereearien
Edward V‘nh’h fributer . i

J W Morrise..
Fohn Lev1 Cohen, prospector Tiens
Jamées Geéorge Mairiott; bibute ;iiiimen
Albert Finest Beaslsy; prcspuctor i

ceierines

Har ry Buns, minge .

TAGE.
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WEDNESDAY, 92 MAY, 190L

Tt Commission sat at 10 a.m. in the Mechanies’ Institute at White Cliffs, )
Present :—D. C. MeLachlan, Esq., J.P.,, Under Secretary for Mines and Agriculture, President ;

, ¥, Pittman, Bsy., ARSM., Government Geologist; J. W. Fletcher, Esq, M.A, JF, Miring
Warden, '
: The President alluded to a petition which had been sent in by a number of miners desiring to give
Bvidence, and asked Mz, Kingdon if he had arranged as to the presence of these witnesses,
d Mr. Kingdon said he would see that the witnesses would be in attendance that evening,
Mr. Teancis Bourke was sworn and examined. ’
Mr. D. J. Byers was sworn and examined.
Mr. A. R. Foulds was sworn and examined.
Mr. Jackson was called, but did not appear.
Mr. B, Dickens was sworn and examined.
My, B. A. Martin was recalled in explanation.
Mr, W, J, Bignell was sworn and examined.
Mr, R. Jackson was sworn and examined.
Mr. . Dromgoole was sworn and examined,
Mr. Michael Keough was sworn and examined. v
Mr. H. Kemp was sworn and examined.
i (A1 19°50 p.m., the Commission adjourned til! § o’vlock the same evening.
The Commission sut at 8 p.m., and the President asked Mr. Kingdon to bring forward the witnesses who
were ready to give evidence. : '

Mr. W. Dickens was sworn and exumined,

Mr. B. H. Adams was sworn and examined.

Mr. W, McKenzie was called, but did not appear.

Mz, W. Tupper was called, but did not appear.

My, W. Steele was sworn and examined.

Mr. Beasley was ealled, but did not appear.

Mz, J. E. Bell was sworn and examined.

Mr. M. 8. Lawlor was sworn and examined.

Mr. J. Mooney was sworn and examined.

Mr, W. Smith was called, but did not appear.

Mr. Henry Ward was sworn and examined,

My, W. D, Topper was sworn and examined.

Mr. K. G. Barron was sworn and examined.,

At 1020 p.m., the Commission adjourned £l 10 a.m. next duy, Thuesday.

THURSDAT, 23 AT, 1001.

Tue Commission sat st 20 a.an, in the Mechanics’ Institute at White Cliffs.
Dresent :—D, O, McLachlan, Fsq., J.I., Urder Seceretary for Mines and Agricultnre, President ;
E. T. Pitiman, Esq., A.R.8.M., Government Geologist; . W. Ictcher, M.A., J.P., Mining Warden.
r. Charles McKay was sworn and examined. .
Mr, Hugo Veeck was sworn and exatnined.
Me. A. J. Haack made an affirmation in the usual form, and was examined.
Mr, Charles Nolan was sworn and examined.
My, T. Barelay was sworn and examined.
Mr, J. Buzacott was sworn and examined.
Mz, J. K. Murply was sworn and examined.
Me. John Hart was sworn and examined.
Mr. J. C. Atkinson was sworn and examined.
Mr. J. K. Morphy made an explanation in regard to an underground flow of water.
Mr. Edward Walsh was sworn and examined.
1 Mr. J. W. Morriss, on behalf of himself and others holding similar views, expressed the satie-
| faction that was felt ot tho manner in which the evidence had been taken by the Commission. He
. briefiy reviewed a number of points which had been touched upon, and strongly urged that the Govern-
F ment should assist the miners by affording prospecting aid towards the development of fresh fields.
g Mr. J. L. Cohen alse briefly referred to the Prospecting Vote, and said that a number of men,
' like himself, who wers unsble to undertake severe physical labour, would be willing to go prospecting on
conditions which ke mentioned. :
' Mr. §. &, Marriott was sworn and examined.
Mr. A. F. Beasley was sworn and examined.
Mr, Harry Burns corrected a statement which had been made in the earlier part of the proceedings,
' as to the amount of apal got from the open cut of the White Cliffs Opal Mines, Limited, whilst under
* the mansgement of Mr. Crofts. Mr. Burne’s correction being corvoborated, the President said the
necessary emendation could be made in the evidence.
Mr. W. J. Moore thanked the Commission for the courtesy extended to himself and his party.
Mr. F. B Kingdon also thanked the Commission for the kindiy attention with which the
witnesses had been treated. He wished to say that though seme of his questions might have appeared
Eersoua.!, he had no unfair motive, and only desired to show up in the evidence the stafe of things which
ad existed, with a view to their remedy. . :
The President, at 4'10 p.m., declared the Commission closed so far as the taking of evidence at

White Cliffs was concerned.
ABTHUR FRY,

Secretary.




To His Excellenoy the Honorable 518 FREDERIOK MAE[‘THEW Dmmg 7
Knioht Grand Gross of the Most Dlstmgmshed Order of Samt Mlchael
and Saint George, Lieutenant-Governor of the State Qf New ngth
Wales and if's Dependencles in the GQmmonwealth Qf Austraha

L We the C@mnlssmnels appomted on. the 13th May, 1961, “to inquire {1) -
into the existing condition of matters in connection with the _mmmg and the sale
of opal on the White Cliffs Opal Tields, and report as to th meth
. ting the mcius:try, (") as fo Whether the provisions of the Minmg Bﬂl, 190{3,
: 120 the mining and sale of opad, are suitable to the condition of the said Opal
Fields: and, if necessary, to suggest in what respect they should be amended or
added 10; (3) as fo the adwvisableness of inserting special | provigions in the Mining
Bill, '19{)0 to regulate the making and the terms of tribute contracts in connection
with mineral leases of opal countlv, and to make any recommendation in the
premises that may be daemed adwsable,” have the henor to submit the followmfr
Beport i
S Darmg the last session of Parljament an Amending and Gonsolidated Mining

Bill.was laid npon the table of the Legislative Assembly, wherein provision was
wade to lcense all persons purchasing gﬂ]d diamonds, opal, or other precious stones
or gems; and whereas, af a public meeting held at White Cliffs on January 27th last,
a resolut;lon was passed that the clafuse of the Bill referred to embodying gneh
provision (Clause 103) was calculated to cripple the opal industry, and asking that
it he withdrawn until such time as the Government appointed a Special Commlssmn
to visit the Field and collect evidence fo enable the Government to frame 3 Bill
~ which would serve the best interests of epal-mining and assist in its developme i}';
and whereas this resolution &,ubsequently was supported by a pebition representing
689 persons engaged i in, or dependent upon the industry ; it was decided, in view ot
the importance of the issues involved, and the fact that a Departmental Commitiee
would not haye the powver to compel the attendance of witnesses or to take evidence
on oath, to appoint yonr Commissioners to institute £ull i inquiry, and fo make sngh
suge gestions and recommendations as might be deemed advisable. ,
- 77 We, therefore, in virtue of thls appoiniment, at once proceeded to White
Lliffs, and on aruvai made an examination of the Field, and the maturve of the
mining operations conducted there; prior to commencing onr sittings (which were
opea to the public) those mterested were notified thmugh the press as to the time
and place where the Commission would sit, and all persons desirous of giving
evuienpe were invited to do so. The tmkm@ of evidence in the Mechanics’ Institute
at ‘White Cliffs lasted four days—fzom Monflav 20th, to Thursday, 23rd May,
inelusive, by which time the views and opinions of all persons interested in those
matters which-came within the limits of our inquiry seemed to have been fully
obtained. Fifty-two witnesses were examined, -whose evidence will be found
attached to this Repmt

Although in the first instance it was only asked that the inquiry shounld be

info the questlon of the elimination or otherwise of the clause objected £o from such
Bill, it was found desirable, as authorised by the terms of the Commission, to extend
the scope of the inquiry into other matters wlhich largely affected the Field, and on
these several questions we do gurselves the honor of Plc cing our conclusions before
your Excellency. We
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We had not proceeded very far in our inguiry when we found that the
questions to be inquired into were of vital interest to the residents, and had evoked
a large amount of local feeling and discussion. The proposals of the Department, as
foreshadowed in the draft Mining Bill, 1900, were regarded from very different
points of view, some persons favouring the proposed provision in the law making it
compulsory for all buyers of minerals or gems to be licensed, while others strenuously
opposed it.

Before dealing specifically with the many points that engaged our attention,
it will help to an elucidation of the condition of affairs existing on the Field if we
briefly describe the mode of occurrence of the opal at this place, and the system
employed in mining it.

Precious opal occurs at White Cliffs in rocks belonging to the desert sand-
stone series, of upper cretaceous age. The deposits were diseovered accidentally in
the year 1889, and at the present time the township of White Cliffs, containing a
population of about 1,600 persons, is entirely supported by the industry.

- A considerable quantity of the mineral was originally found scattered over
the surface of the ground, having been set free by the denudation of $he rock in
which it was formed. The opal occurs in horizontal (and sometimes vertical)
irregular seams, filling jointsand fissures in a soft white siliceous rock. These seams
are variable in thickness, thinning out to a mere streak in places, and occasionally

- increasing to half an inch or more. Moreover, the quality of mineral in them isalso

very variable, the stone frequently being of little or no value, while; at intervals,
patches of gemstone worth as much as £100 per ounce are met with.

The opal-miner’s work is precarious by reason of the fact that there is absolutely
no evidence at the surface to serve as an indication of the occurrence of these patches
of valuable mineral below. = The only method ‘of procedure, therefore, is to sink
a shaft at haphazard, until the recognized opal-bearing stratum has heen met with,
and then put in exploratory drives in the hope of meeting with a seam or patch of
the stone. If this atfempt be unsuccessful, another shaft is sunk in the same
manner. ' :

In the immediate neighbourhood of White Cliffs, the upper bed of rock
forming the surface of the higher ground consists of a rather loose conglomerate
containing pebbles of quartzite and of ironstone. This stratun is about 7 feet thick,

and below it is a bed, about 8 feet thick, of a very hard conglomerate, locally known

as the “geaser.” This rock is very tough, and requires blasting. Underneath it
oceurs the soft white siliceous rock in which the opal oceurs, and which can easily be
worked by means of picks and shovels. On the greater part of the land leased by
the White Cliffs Opal-mining Company, the conglomerate beds are absent, having
been removed by denudation, and “this is probably one of thé reasons why miners

- prefer working on the company’s blocks rather than on the higher adjoining lands,

where some 10 or 12 feet of - conglomerate have to be sunk through with the aid of
explosives; before the soft white rock, in which the opal occurs, is met with,

The average depth of sinking to the opal-bearing horizon is 12 feet in the-
lower ground and 22-25 feet in the higher tableland. As & rule the miners are in
the habit of confining their attention to the stratum from which, up to the present,
the greatest amount of opal has been won, but a fow of the more adventurous have
sunk prospecting shafts to 50-60 or 70 feet. In some instances indications of precious
opal have been met with at these depths, but these have not been followed up to any

great extent, and the question as to the limit of depth at which payable deposifs

#oceur is as yet unsettled,

About 8 miles to the south-west of White Cliffs township is the Bunker Opal

area, known as “ Clancy’s,” which has also’ produced a-fair amount of opal, is

)‘)( @v .U “‘T;-}Ji‘iéld, where a considerable quantity of the gemstone has been found, while another . -

situated about 5 miles to the north-east of the White Cliffs township. 8o far as
geological evidence enables your Commissioners 6 - judge; there is a very large
area of unprospected country in which opal may. be expected to occur, but the
tendency of the miners is to work in the immediate vicinity of known deposits rather
than to prospect in new localities. : - e R
~ The geological conditions under which opal occurs at White Cliffs are wholly
distinet from those of any previously known opal deposits in the world ; and it is hot
surprising, therefore, that the tenure provided by the Mining Act of 1874 has proved
unsuitable for the satisfactory working of these opal mines which were not opened. up
until twenty-five years later. -When the White Cliffs Field was first discovered the
prospectors nafurally took up the ground in large areas, and as a consequence a
o o ' o S0 T numhon




‘number of mineral leases, varying from 20 up to 80 ac;'es, was granted. It was
_ subsequently found that, owing to the shallowness ‘of the deposits, and the ease
with which the opal counld be won, these areas were very much too large, and if was
 realised that it would be unwise to grant.large mineral leases, and as a result the
. maximum area allowed was reduced from 80 to 4 acres. But as the Field progressed,
‘and the market value of the opal became move firmly established,. it was deemed
advisable to limit the areas to bloeks 'of 100 feet square, and this maximum area .
at present obtains on the Field. " In the meanwhile, however, a Company known as
the Wilcannia Syndicate had acquired by purchase a number of what were believed
to be the best of the mineral leases, having an aggregate area. of 300 acres, and
these blocks were subsequently transferred to the White Cliffs Opal Mining
Company. From the first the -Company experienced difficulty in the satisfactory
-working of thejr opal deposits, and this difficulty has never been overcome, although
different systems have been tried. There is always a temptation. for the miner to
‘conceal the best specimens of opal discovered during his work, and it seems almost
impossible for the lessees to -prevent this, as thorough supervision of the miners
would necessitate the employment of as rdany overseers as- there are men working
on the léases, and even then there would be no guarantee that all the opal won
would reach the Company’s office. - There is - very little doubt that many of the .
miners were unfairly dealt with by the leascholders in the first instance, for there
being no competition amongst buyers in the early days of the Field, the miners were
obliged to accept almost any price offered to them, and it is probable that in many
instances the prices paid were much below actual values. Moreover, the terms of
tribute (50 per cent.) which the Company imposed were very unfair ; and even when
" the tributers were subsequently allowed 75 per cent. of the value of the opal found
by them, it cannot be said that the terms were cquitable. That the Company
recognised this view of the case was shown by their afterwards reducing the tribute
from 25 to 15 per cent.—a rate which the miners still consider too high.
- The evidence elicited by us shows conclusively that the practice amongst

the tributers of concealing and retaining a large portion of the opal found on
the leased land has become pretty general, notwithstanding the fact that each
tributer, before being allotted a claim, signs an agreement by which he underfakes
to hand over to the Company’s officials all opal found by him ; in short, what can
only be deseribed as-stealing opal has gradually come to be recognised as the custom
of the Tield, and many of the miners profess to regard it as justifiable. They assert
that they have a moral right to all ‘the opal found by them, and they base their
contention on the sfatement that it occurs in alluvial deposits. Apart altogether
from the questionable claim that a tributer has a moral right to the mineral from
an alluvial deposit which has been leased from the Crown by another individual, and
leaving out of question the breach of agreement which the miner has made, it is
clear that the deposits of opal are not of alluvial crigin, and therefore the whole
contention falls to the ground. - ‘ ,

Tt is generally acknowledged that alluvial minerals are those which have been
detached from their original matrix in lodes, veins, beds, &c., by atmospherie
denudation, and which have been carried by the mechanical agency of running
water into drainage chanvels at a.lower level; but the deposits of opal at White
Cliffs are actually in sife—that is to say, they are found by the miners in the exact
position: in which they were originally formed. They have never been moved by the
mechanical action of running water, and they do not occur as defined or concentrated
deposits in old drainage channels. The soft white siliceous rock in which they are
found to-day is their original matrix. In short; the only point in which these
deposits resemble alluvial deposits is that much of the rock overlying them is of a
comparatively soft character, and therefore the sinking is easy.

The Company made an attempt to work its mines by means of day labour, but
the same difficulty was experienced in the loss of the greater part of the opal extracted.
Some of the stone is so valuable that it is possible for a miner -to concéal in his
waistcoat pocket several hiundred pounds’ worth at a time; and we are of opinion that
the custom of stealing it has hecome so common amongst the men that it is hopeless-
to expect that any improvement can be effected while the leases of such large areas
are in existence, and the present method of working on tribute obtains. The
~evidence of the loeal officer in charge of the Police shows that while he is satisfied a
50—b large
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large illicit trade in opal is carried on, he is utterly powerless to obfain a conviction.
Estimates given by different witnesses fend to show that the average annual
sales of opal on the Iield for some years past have amounted to about £100,000.
Of course, a proportion of this opal was obfained on the “ outside” ground, but there
is no doubt whatever that the larger part was got where the bulk of the labour was
employed, namely, on the OOmpa,ny s blocks, and 2 glance at dapproximate figures
which have been furnished to your Commissioners Wl_li show that there must have
been an enormous leakage. The opal value passing through the Company’s books
in the last three years was, in rounded amounts—

1898 . .. £14,500
1899 . . e 18,500
1900 .. e 7,500

notwithstanding that the men employed, as stated in evidence, ranged from about
250 to 500, the working manager and the overseer averaging the numbels as 420
men in 1892, and 300 men in 3900. The number of men employed on the blocks,

however, fluctuates considerably from time to time, and during part of the period

alluded to work was shut down. But accepting these figures as fairly approximate;
the opal turned into the Company during the three yezus mentioned would be only
about 12 per cent. of the total raised on e Field, while your Commissioners, from
what they have been able to gather, feel sure that the proporfion should have been
quite 50 per cent.

The method of mining is both s:tmple and easy, and_the work is healthy and
free from discomfort. The ground is perfectly dry, and subsidences are almost
unknown, and as all the tools of trade required are the usual pick and shovel with
a knife and & windlass it cantiot be said that the expenditurs of capital is needed to
obtain the mineral ; this, in the opinion of your Commissioners, is a cogent reason

why no extended areas should be granted in future. At the present time the

industry sustains a population WhO so far as observation shows; are eaining a
good living, and as & community may be said to be thriving and prosperous; and
a,lthou@h those locally interested consider the place is fully manned so far as working
miners are concerned, your Commissioners are of opinion in view of the prlces
ohtainable for opal, the extent of open land yct untried, and the profits to be made
by mining it, that the field could well sustain a population wuch larger than is
now there.

The dominant question. on the Field eventually proved to be that of the

re-purchase by the Government of the leases belonging to the Company, who are the -

largest holders of the land now being worked (White Cliffs Opal Mines, Limited);
and it was contended by nearly the whole of the witnesses that if 1:]115 could be
brought about at a reasonable cost, it would remove the disabilities under which the
commumty labour.

Your Commissioners incline to an agréement with this view,; and Would adwse‘

that if the repurchase can be made for a reasonable sum, it would be in the general
public intérest to effect it.  The suggestion by the witnesses was that on repurchase of

the leases, the land should be thrown oper as ordinary Crown lands, to be taken up.

in smialler areas, to be worked by single parties of miners, who would retain for

themiselves 4ll the opal recovered from the ground. TIn considering this question of

repurchise; however, we think due regard shoiild be paid to the rights acqulred
By the present lessees, because a mineral lease; when the title has been obtained, is,

to all infents and putposes; equal to the possession of a freehold, provided the haldel'

* carrios ouf all the covenants of his lease. The lessee cannot be dispossessed under ot
Miiting Tiaw,-even by the Crown; and so long as the labour conditions are comiplied
with, hie cannot be disturbed. The lease vests the land in the lesseo* absolutely for
the term of the demise, and the Orown cannot get it back again until the end of
‘that term; except by mutual arrangenient, between the lessor and lesses, - The Coms-
pany; and other holders of leases and mineral claims at White Chﬂ's, have acqmred
vested rights in this land that should riot be ruthlessly taken from them; for if it were
possible to withdraw land once leased for mining purposes, mewly to hand ‘it over
to others to work in another way, the security of mining titles in this, State would
be seriously affected, and such insecurity v&ould have a VGIV plegudlclal effect upon
the
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{he development of our mineral resources. ‘While, Toweyer, it is the duty of

the Crown to give protection fo these vested rights of lessces, there are cironm. K

“hich it also becomes a duty in the interests of large numbers of p

stances under which )y bee ;

to repurchase these rights, where it can be done by an ammableandmutualf range-
and, or any.
benefits acoruing therefrom without fair, or even liberal compensation. In thlz
repurchase, if -it can be effected, consideration should be given not” only to what is
thie present value of the leases, but.also to what, under the peculiar conditions of this
Field, may be the prospective value for the remaining period of. the term of lease.
The leases on the Field have been in existence for periods ranging from seven and
i half to ten and a half years, but those held by  the present Company have
ouly been in their possession since August, 1896, The Company was then
known as the Southefn Development Company, and the name changed to “White
Cliffs Opal Mines, Limited, in_ April, 1900. No dividend has yet been paid to

the shareholders. 'This, as will be pointed out, is largely due to the fact that it is

impossible to properly supervise the winning of the opal, whether the work is

carried out under a system of tribute or by day labour. Any compensation,

ment, every care being taken that the lessees are not deprived of their 1

therefore, if it be determined to repurchase, should be of a nominal character, not only
tor the reason of the impossibility of working large areas at a profit, but because
the best portion of the known opal-bearing ground in the Company’s leases has
been worked out. The Company has a nominal capital of £150,000 in £1 shares,
of which, however, only 140,000 have been issued, and the Commission have had
sworn evidence that these paid-up £1 shares have recently been offered for 1s. each,
T£ the holders are prepared to dispose of their interest for this price. with 20 per
cent. added, we are of opinfon that it would be advisable to have the land revested

in the Crown, and let it to the miners in small-sized claims as the local residents ask.

Tn considering the question of the re-purchase of the Company’s leases, we
did not overlook the point as to how the Government should recoup itself. A large
proportion of the wilnesses stated that if the Government re-purchased and threw
the land open to individual miners, they would be prepared to pay an increased sum
per annum for the right of mining, namely, €1 for ‘an opal right,.as against the
ordinary cost of bs. for a miner’sxight. Your Commissioners, however, do not think
it would be advisable to enforee this extra charge, because they hold the belief that

it wounld not be long before an agitation would be started to bave thisinereased price
reduced ; and altogether it would be nnwise to have a differential rate of this kind
for working for opal as against other classes of mining. . If the leases could be
re-purchased for the amount recommended, your Commissioners think that the State
will he sufficiently recouped by the increased population that will be able to make
a living on the blocks, and thus in an indirect way the Crown will obtain a return
for the expenditure.

' The most fraitful source of eomplaint on the Tield is the tribute system, the
miners being against it not only on the ground that an exeessive amount of tribute
is exacted, bub beeause, they state, the leaseholders are practically getting their land
prospected without cxpense to themselves ; and further, because, while the iribute
system exists, it is hopeless to expect any efficient method of mining the land to be
followed : men will naturally not sink to any depth where machinery or appliances are '
requived, especially when they are liahle at any time to be dispossessed of their claim,
by the leascholder stepping in and reaping the advantages which rightfully belong
to them for any discovery they make. Your Coxamissioners agree that in a place
Yike White Cliffs, the tribute system does retard the proper prospecting and exploiting
of the field. : , '
' If the Company’s blocks be secured, then the tribute system on them ‘will

- perforce cease; and although there are a few other small lease and claim holders

who employ tributers, there is no reason why any serions amount of stealing
should go on, because, having only a swall area, the leaseholders should them-

sclves be able to protect their property; but with the large area belonging to the

Company, and with hundreds of men scattered over the eountry, it is impossible to

conduet any system of supervision that would wholly or -to any appreciable extent

check the practice. ' -
. It




It was urged by some of the witnesses that if it were made illegal for any
lessee to exact more than 10 per cent. on the tribute, there would be very little
inducement for miners to act dishonestly towards the lessees. This your Comynis-
sioners do not believe, because the practice of kecping opal has become so generall
recognised that, while any tribute exists, there will be some inducement to withhold
it from the lessees. To provide by law for any such stipulation would also be an
interference with the right of the lessees; and if mining leases were  hampered by
restrictions such as the one proposed, it would have a very damaging effect upon
mining generally in this State. When a lease is issued, the holder of it naturally
expects he will be free and unfettered as to the conditions on which he works the
land, or the amount of tribute he can claim from those who choose to make
agreements with him. Your Commissioners, therefore, cannot recommend that any
stipulated percentage should be provided as the maximum tribute that an owner
can demand. - :

We believe that much of the dissatisfaction and trouble that have arisen on the :
Field has been due to dishonestyunder the trihute system ; and, therefore, if the blocks
be not re-purchased by the Government, it is advisable in the Company’s interests, as
well as the miners’, that the tribute system should cease. An alternative is that the
men should be charged a fair weekly rental for their claims, and be allowed to retain all
the opal found by them. Just prior to vour Cemmissioners visiting White Cliffs,
an offer was made by the manager of the Company to lease the blocks to the men at
a rental of 10s. per week per man. 'This we consider altogether too high a rent for
the Company to expect, seeing the extent of their land and the number of men that
could be employed upon if. If, however, the Company would agree to a small
rental per week it is probable the friction and feeling that at present exiff would be
fo a great extent removed. : _ ' :

Turther, it may be mentioned, that at present by the custom of the Field,
tribute agreements arc terminable on a seven days’ notice, which custom or practice
the men complain is sometimes availed of to get rid of them when they are on good

opal. On the other hand, the leaseholders’ representatives maintain that it is

necessary for them to be able to get rid of a fribufer at short notice in the event of
there being good reason to believe that he is stealing opal. Although no absolute
proot was forthcoming in support of the men’s contention, yet your Commissioners
have reason to think that there may be something in the compladint, and that it
would be advisable in the future, if the rental system is introduced, that 2 minimum
term of tenancy should be fixed by law. We would suggest that rental agreements
should not be made for a shorter term than three months. ‘

An alternative suggested was that the Company should employ men under .
the system of daily wage, but your Commissioners cannot see that this would in any
way improve the present conditions ; for the reasons, that it has already been tried
and failed, that the Company would probably not employ the same number of daily
wage men as thers are tributers, and thus a number would be thrown out of work 5

“and further, that the men would still be subject to femptation to retain the most

valuable pieces of the opal discovered in working. This, too, would brire up the
question of searching every workman, which would be strongly resented by those
cmployed.  Your Commissioners could not recommend that any suggestion of the
kind should be. entertained, as if it were desivable—which it is not—it would bhe
practically impossible on a place like White Cliffs to carry it out. To do so the
leases would have to be securely enclosed, so that there could be no communication -
between those working inside and persons outside—in fact, the compound system ag .
followed in South Africa would have to be introduced. This would not find favour -
with the men, neither do we think it would be worth the Company’s while to go to
the expense of so securing their lands; and, as stated, it is doubtful even then
whether opal stealing would be entirely prevented. For these reasons we doubt
whether, even in the Compaxny’s interest, the wages.systern would be mueh, if any,
improvement on the present system as a preventive of illicit practices. ) R
‘ It was contended by many of the witnesscs that if a system of registration of

" buyers were introduced it would largely conduce to check illicit dealing. The views - .
~of the witnesses were very divided as to the effect of registration, but your Commis- -

sioners believe that those who opposed it did so mainly on the supposition that a
high registration fee would be charged, that a difficult and scrutinising procedure’
would have to be gone through before an applicant could be licensed, and that the
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many other conditions with which registration would be-hedged round would tend
to the creation of & monopoly of buyers. We agree that if the process-of registra-.
' tion were a difficult and costly one, the fears of these witnesses: might be realised,
but. we consider that if a small fee only be chiarged thers will be no ground for the
fear that compulsory registration will create a monopoly. Many of the witnesses
admitted that if registration “did no good it conld do no harm, and would be worth
a trial.” We are convinced that registration of all buyers as wellas opal cutters
and-polishers, would do good and would tend to regulate the trade.. The fee, how-
ever, should be made a nominal one, so that no desirable person should be excluded
who wishes to enter into the business, nor do we see why any restriction should be
placed upon the age of the person to.be licensed. We consider, also, that if the
Company’s blocks be resumed much of the necessity for registration will be avoided.
Nevertheless, registration would be so advantageous in many ‘ways that, on the
whole, with a view to promote the regulation of the trade, to assist the police in
tracing out ‘illicit practices, and to enable statistics to be collected with greater
accuracy, we strongly recommend that it be given a trial. The following are
- suggested as the principal conditions to be embodied in the regulations which it will
be necessary to frame should the system be introduced :— -

1. That lcenses to persons desirous of carrying on the trade of opal buyer be
granted by two Justices of the Peace sitting in Petty Sessions. R

2. That the applicant must be of good reputation, and produce two certificates
of character from reputable citizens. _ o _

3. That the fee for snch lcense shall be £1 per annum, which shall include
registration of same. : 7 -

4. That all opal buyers have a registered office or place of business, in which
all purchases be made, the address of such place to be registered at-the
time of taking ouf the license, and any change of address to be immediately
registered. ' :

. That no sales of, or transactions in, opal shall take place between the hours
of sunset and sunrise. . :

6. That 2ll registered opal buyers keep a book, correctly recording all sales or
transactions, such book to show the date, place, time, name of seller, name
of buyer, weight and description of opal bought, price paid, and generally
the natare of the transaction; both buyer and seller to certify by their
signature to the correctness of the entry of each transaction at the time it
is made. : ' .

7. That such book of record shall be open at all times to the inspection of any
Government officer appointed for that purpose.

8. That no holder of an opal claim or lease, or interest in same, be eligible for
registration. _ :

9. The above conditions to apply to opal cutters and polishers aswell as buyers.
10. That no person shall sell opal in an unmanufactured state, or have same cut
or polished, unless the buyer or cutter and polisher is duly registered.

11. That any person convicted before two Justices of the Peace sitting -in Petty
Sessions of having violated any of the aforesaid conditions, to be liable |
to a severe penalty ; and if such person be a registered opal buyer, cutter,
or, polisher, his license to be cancelled.

During the course of the inquiry the question avose as o whether much of
the illicit practices would not be got rid of if all the opal were sold either by auction
or tender in an open Exchange, presided over by a Government officer. Many
witnesses objected to the idea on the ground that it would cause the opal buyers to
combine and keep down. prices, hut not one of these witnesses could give any valid
reason why such a combination was more likely to occur in an open exchange than
under existing conditions. There is much to be said both in favour of and -against
this proposal, but after hearing the witnesses and giving the ides mature con-
sideration, your Commissioners are not satisfied that the existing faults would be
entirely cured in this way, as many avenues would be still left open for those so
inclined to continue their stealing practices, and for this reason we canmnot
recommend its adoption under Government control. :

Another suggestion was that the Government should appoint an expert at
£3,000 per annum to class and value the opal for the miners; the act of valuation
in this case meaning that the value named would be the amount at which the

' Government

o
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Government would be prepared fo purchase the opal, or to advance upon it, in the
‘event of the finder not being able to obtain a higher offer from outside buyers. The
evidence adduced goes clearly to show that it would be unadvisable on the part of
the Government to eatertain any such proposal. The officer appointed could not be
expected to give safisfaction to everyone and we feel persuaded that the position
would not be very long in existence before an agitation would be started. to get rid
- of him. Even if successful for a short fime, assuredly he would not be able to please
everyone for long, and instead of creating a_sense of trust and security among the
miners it is likely his appointment would have the opposite effect. Moreover
‘there seems every probability that sooner or later it would be found that the Govern-
ment was left sole purchaser of the opal on the Field, as all the private huyers wounld
‘be driven out of if. The suggestion altogether is one that does not commend itself
to your Commissioners. . : ' -

In the Mining Bill hefore Parliament provision is made (clause 14) that,

{1.) The holder of every residenee or business area, claim, or share in a claim, shall register s_ucﬁ
residence or business area, claim, or share in the prescribed manner, setling out the interest held under
such share in the office of the Mining Registrar of the districh wherein the same is situated within one

“month after his right to such claim or share acerues. '

Objection was made to this provision in the law, because it was considered it
would prove to be a heavy tax upon the claim-holder, and would entail hardship and
inconvenience upon him, because he would have to register a number of what might
turn out to be ““duffer” claims. The object of the registration however, is to keep a
correct record of all titles to ensure to claim-holders a better tenure and to secure them
against vexatious suits in the law Courts. Innumerable difficulties have arisen on
the mining fields of the Colony on account of the holders of elaims, prospecting
areas, and other holdings not being required to register, and thus the door has been open
to blackmailers of all descriptions.  Registration is intended to remedy such abuses.
It was assumed by the witnesses that a high fee for registration would be charged,
and that it would be necessary for the miner to attend personally at the Mining
Office to register his claim. The objections to registration would hold good we think
if a heavy fee were charged, but we assume that all the Government requires is a
nomigal fee to cover the cost of keeping the record, and we would suggest that it be
fixed at one shilling, which cannot be a hardship to anyone fo secure a properly
registered title to the land he holds. In cases where it is inconvenient for the miner
to' come into the Registrar’s Office we suggest that provision be made in the regula-
tions for registration to be effected by post on the applicant sending in his Miner’s
‘Right with his application for registration. S - R
Another matter objected to was {hat the time allowed for registration,
viz., one month, was too short, on the ground that it usually takes more than
that time to put down the prospecting shaft to determine whether the claim is
worth working or not, and that if miners were compelled to register within the
time named they would be often put to needless trouble and expense. We
recognise there is something in this view, and recommend that in regard to Opal
Mining the time should be extended to two months. - ' .
A question was raised as to whether buyers of opal should be allowed to
hold claims on the Tield, and after hearing evidence and considering’ what an -
opportunity this opens up for illicit buyers to cover up their purchases of stolen - -
opal;-we-are of opinion that ne. person known to be a buyer should be allowed
to hold a claim, and, conversely, should a license be granted to the holder of any
lease.or claim, his title to the same shall lapse. It is obvious that a buyer helding -
g, and purchasing stolen opal ecould easily cover up his transactions by
segistering it in his books as having been the produce of his own claim, and as
has been elearly proven, it would be impossible for anyone to say that it was not.

& number of witnesses suggested that tributers should be allowed a living .
wage as oneof the conditions of their tribute; thatis to say, that no return should
be made to the Company for opal extracted, until a certain amount had been
realised, which would be regarded as the living wage for the teibuter. We are of

opinion that any such condition would be swrrounded with great d}fﬁculty Ttis

evident that the Company has not succeeded in making a. profit from the mining of
their opal, even without the concession of a living wage to the tributer: and we fail

1o see, therefore; how it would be possible for them to. pay working expenses if this -

- allowaneo were conceded. We have already expressed our opinion that the tifbute

system of this field is, and must be, very unsatisfactory under any conditions; and
o : S . we
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o
e have 'Sta%ed ot conviction thab the. preseiit shate of .affa;irs cantiot be rerietied,

anless the system be. altogether abolishedl. Under these circumstances; wo do not

foel thiat it is nécessary to. discuss further thie question of a living wage.

© . There seermed to be a unanimous feeling upon the Field; that there is a
strong probability of opal discoveries being made outside the present’ workings, if
a proper system of prospecting were undertaken ; but the vast extent of country,
thie frequent scarcity of water, and the cost and inconvenience of obtaining provi-
sions and other necessaries when they havée to be carted long distances; seriously
handicap the. ordindry minet in his search, and we believe there is no likelitiood of
{lorough and extenisive prospecting being undertaken at private expense. There is
. tio-doubt whatever that large areas, similar in every respect,so far as their geological
formation is concerned, to this White Cliffs field, extend in all directions; and it
oocurs to 1 that-the Government right; with advantage, spend a sum of money
from the Prospecting Vote in testing for opal deposits in these aréas ; we therefore’
. sugizest that the question of allotting such aid be referred to the Prospecting Board
for their consideration. _ . 7 o

With regatd o the question as to whether the provisigiis of the Mining

Bill, 1900, aré suitable to the White Cliffs Opal Tields, we consider that, if effect
be given to the recommendations herein made, the provisions of the Bill are
sufficienitly clastic to permit regulations being framed under it; which will be
applicable to the conditions of mining existing at White Cliffs. Tt must be borne
in mind that the Bill has to provide for all classes of mining; and, although the
méthods of working at White Cliffs are easy, it may happen that discoveries of opal
will be made in other parts of the State; where the operations necessary for winning
it will be very differert from; and ruch more difficult than, those now pursued at
this Field ; consequently, if any hard and fast regulations were made, they might be
founi 1o bé unworkable on another field. In the new * Mining Act ” it is provided
that mineral leases may be granted up to 80 scres; but, in view of the experience
cained at White Cliffs, there is no likelihood of leases being issued there or in that
vicinity for any large arveas. The regulations now provide that no area in excess of
100 feet squsre is to be granted, and your Commissioners strongly recommend that
this regulation be not withdrawn or altered. - -

Your Commissioners ave gratified to state that their investigations at White
Cliffs were assisted by the willing co-operation of residents there; most of the
. witnesses evinced a readiness to promptly furnish any information calenlated to aid
the Commission in forming conclusions on the various points that came up, and
their evidenee generally was given in such a straightforward manner as to materially
help the course of the inquiry. Avery interesting statement regarding the discovery
~and growth of the Field has also been farnished to the Commission by Mr. T. C.
‘Wollaston, of Adelaide, which will be found published as an appendix,

The Opal Mining Industry is an important one to the State, it employs a-
large number of persons, and in view of the very unsatisfactory state of things
which is shown to cxist under the present conditions of the Field, your Commissioners
wish to emphasise their opinion that the Govermment would be fully warranted in
incurring the expenditure they have recommended in order to have the Company’s
land revested in the Crown, so that it could be relet.to individual miners or small
parties, and worked in a way not only more satisfactory to them but also advantageous
to the whole community, inasmuch as the industry would be freed from the
demoralising influences which are at present so unfortunately manifest.

SUMMARY.

~ To summarise the result of our investigation, and the opinions which,
after oareful deliberation, we have formed on the several questions dealf with
in the foregoing report; your Commissioners respectfully submit the following
recommendations :— '

(1) That the Government should offer to redeem the unexpired portion of the
leases now held by the White Cliffs Opal Mines, Limited (300 acres in all),
at the price mentioned herein, the estimated capitalised value of the shares
being represented by a cash payment of £8,400.

(2) That f this be effected the land be revested in the Crown, and thrown open
for mining in small areas under Miner’s Right or Mineral License.

: (8)
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(3) That in the event of the said Company not -coming to terms with the
Government, it be a recommendation to the Company that in lien of the
tribute system a small weekly rental should be charged for the privilege of
working on their blocks under agreement, which agreement should not be
made for a shorter term than three months.

(4) That 2 rigid system of registration of all opal buyers, cutters, and polishers,
be enforced under conditions outlined in our report, page 7, and that the
fee for registration should be small.

(5) That provision be made in the new Mining Bill for the proper registration
of all business or residence areas, claims, or shares in claims upon the
‘White Cliffs Opal Field, at a nominal fee, say, 1s., and within two months .
of possession. '

(6) That no opal buyers, culters, or polishers he allowed to hold eclaims or

: interest in claims on the field. :

A7) That prospecting under Government aid should be encouraged in the
district; and that the whole question as to the manner in which such aid
shall be given be referred to the Prospecting Board for consideration.

(8) That no miore mineral leases be under any circumstances issued in the
White Cliffs opal-bearing district, and that no claim be allowed in excess
of 100 feet square.

We have the honor to be,

Your Excellency’s most obedient Servants,

D. C. MCLAGHLAN,_Presidenﬁ |
E. F. PITTMAN. .
J. W. FLETCHER.

Sydney, 10 July, 1901.
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